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[bookmark: _Toc477921341]INTRODUCTION: 
The social media adoption and usage in twenty first century is obvious and evident by young adult’s fervent engagement on this platform. Contemporary times reflect rapid advancement in realms of social technologies and applications that is attracting massive number of young adults to develop online interpersonal connections, communications and networks. There is noteworthy proliferation of social networking sites e.g. Facebook, Twitter, Instagram, Snapchat and MySpace and consequent engagement of users have apprehended the attention of researchers and authorities. The underlying purpose of adult’s overarching indulgence in social media is to develop online identity (Sales and Irwin, 2009); furthermore marked by their increased engagement in sexual activities and proclivity towards pornographic content (Black et al, 2013).Modern young adults by most accounts, are regular users of SNS with most of them actively engaged on Facebook (79%); followed by 28% on Twitter and 32% on Instagram (Pew Research Report, 2016). The dire urge of surfing the online trends and exploring social networking environment leads to compromising personal privacy, security and other similar deviant outcomes (Patchin and Hinduja, 2010);Likewise, similar social ills entailing cyberbullying, sexual harassment, drug abuse, offensive outlook, pro-social behavior and even cyber-suicides thus making these platform more controversial(Dredge et al, 2014).
The increasing concern being raised about the use of social media is to address the fact that these sites are influencing their behavior, personal and professional development to a greater extent (Szwedo et al, 2012; Lau, 2017). Apparently, the internet based social connection sites enable medium for children to connect with friends, family, classmates and acquaintances. But alongside individuals are exposed to significant risk of negative and transgressive content (Szwedo et al, 2012).The aim of this study is to evaluate negative impacts of social networking sites on adults who are primary users of these social media platforms (including Facebook, Twitter, Instagram, Snapchat, Kik, skype and few other sites)and consequently develop culturally inappropriate behavior. Moreover, the study aims at justifying development of negative behavior and exposure to sexually soliciting content leads to immoralities and vulnerability of underage youth to harassment too. This lays the foundation for designing a future strategic PR campaign to help parents and authorities to determine ways for modeling their child’s behavior is a positive way. 
The research is attempting to address the fact that lack of authority, unbridled control and vigilance is elevating the problem deviant behavior in young adults. The inadequate personal development and other negative personality traits in youth imparted by prolonged exposure to these sites are triggering the dire need for appropriate check and balance by authorities (Lau, 2017). The significantly open forum of social media exposes them to sexual and explicit content; anonymous activities and internet victimization and radicalization (Carter, 2013). In the quest of building social relationships and extensive online engagement, youth develop lower self-esteem, self-image, and depression (Fleck et al, 2015). Moreover, the study will address how excessive use of social sites is detrimental to their academic life, how public content on these sites expose them to unwanted content and sexual predation and also intrude their privacy. Furthermore, these sites are the forum of recruiting and propagating hate content and adults are more vulnerable to endorse in violent activities promoted by hate and extreme groups online (Virden et al, 2014).

[bookmark: _Toc477921342]LITERATURE REVIEW:
The literature review for the research was conducted by finding relevant studies and using terms that were relevant to social media, social media content, social media usage, deviant and culturally inappropriate behavior, and young adult’s offensive and abusive behavior. The focus of the research was limited to age group between 21-25. 
Considering our research question: “How does social media use (rate and content type) relate to tendency for offensive/abusive online behavior the offensive and online abusive?” social; media related terms e.g. Social media, Social networking sites, Facebook, Twitter, Snapchat, MySpace were used and to assess the behavioral perspective terms like: Cyber-bullying, online violence, sexual content exposure, radicalization and social media victimization were searched. These terminologies were primarily searched through University Library including databases ScienceDirect, Ebscohost, IEEE and n Taylor and Francis Online. Moreover, Google searches were also employed for reports and publications from primarily government sites. The article searches were restrained to publications mainly between 2010 and onwards.
On the whole, 40 articles were accessed and assessed initially, and 30 were considered for the review of literature. The inclusion criteria for articles was based on how it relates to research question , correlation of social media to culturally inappropriate behavior, young adult’s abusive/offensive behavior and violence 
[bookmark: _Toc477921343]SOCIAL MEDIA USAGE AND YOUNG ADULT
Social media refers to variety of electronic communication platforms including websites that facilitates user’s networking. Moreover, social media allows users to share information online through interactive community building, ideas, exchanging personal messages and other interactive content (Images, Videos etc.). Likewise, a relevant term called Social networking sites (SNS) that is an interconnected forum for user to communicate and where (1) user personal profiles allow them to have personal online identifications, personal created content , post content from other participants online and share either publically visible or semi-public profiles within defined domains online; (2) Communicative connections are facilitated that is visible to others and is reciprocated by others and (3) user –generated content and information is endorsed, interacted and streamlined to expand more connections online (Ellison and Boyd, 2013). Moreover, SNS like social media allows users to extend interactions in versatile ways by communicating with people online with similar interests, demographics and communities. Besides, this and to the interest of this research, SNS and social media are found to have significantly negative use e.g. triggering harassment online, abusing and victimizing others, promoting sexual content and pornography, video game violence, aggression and youth radicalization and aggression. (Lenhart et al., 2011).
The massive endorsement of users mainly generation Y (adults and youth) on social media is of utmost concern. The increasing and prolonged exposure to social media is becoming more of a menace to different cultures. The persistent engagement of young adults online in different activities is found to have potential and addictive impact on their daily schedule. According to recent report by Pew Research Center that assessed ‘social media usage: 2005-2015” reported that age factor has strong correlation to social media usage and prime users of social media according to research includes young adults between age group of 18-29; 90% of total world adults use social media and different applications and this rate has escalated by 12% since 2005 where it was recorded as 78% (Perrin, 2015).Another recent report by Pew (2016) revealed young adult’s sheer engagement on Facebook accounting for 79% of total internet users while remaining platforms attracts steady users with 32% users on Instagram, 24% of total internet users on twitter, 31% on Pinterest and 29% on LinkedIn(Greenwood et al, 2016).
The significant enthusiasm and propensity of young adults towards social media usage have fueled internet addiction. Kuss (2011) have identified different temperaments of social media addictions including online gaming addiction, information surfing addiction, net compulsions (associated with online shopping) and cyber relationship addiction. According to clinical psychologists, the social media addiction disorder is significantly categorized by mental anxiety, aggression, violent behavior, escapism, pro-social behavior and low tolerance (Lin, 2013).
The exacerbating negative connotations with social media content have raised concerns not only limited to realms of sexual deviance but also radicalization of youth, solicitation and cybercrimes too(Quayle and Taylor, 2011). Zoonen et al (2014) identified that the extensive engagement of young adults with social media is assessed through theory of planned behavior. The theory identifies individual’s evaluation of positive or negative outcome from social media usage and then exhibiting certain behavior; thus this theory is employed in versatile situations to predict young adult’s behavioral outcomes due to prolonged social media usage; engagement in different activities and reflection of aggressive/ offensive or pro-social behaviors (Pelling and White, 2009).
Vannuci et al (2017) assessed that prolonged exposure and usage of social media by adults leads to psychological disturbances reporting dispositional anxiety and negative self-evaluation. In an effort to accomplish increased self- identity online, contemporary adults endorse in social media activities and negative feedback by others is usually consequent of social isolation and other unwanted behaviors. This is further highlighted by adults exhibiting reassurance needs from others, reduced tolerance and reduced self-certainty. (Clerkin et al, 2013).
This was an overview regarding young adult’s social media usage and how it is taking toll of different spheres of their lives. The following section will review literature of more insightful perspectives of social media usage and young adult’s behaviors.
[bookmark: _Toc477921344]SOCIAL MEDIA TRIGGERING DEVIANT AND INAPPROPRIATE BEHAVIOR IN YOUNG ADULTS:
The triggering cyberspace hype and technological leaps have set forth podiums and unique opportunities for inappropriate behaviors in adults (Rogers et al, 2006). The technological intertwining is replacing the conventional face to face meetings and interactions and limiting everyone to cyberspace (Goode and Yehuda, 2010). In consequence to this trend, Clerkin et al(2013) have reported deviance in form of trolling, cyber-harassment, hacking data and privacy concerns, virtual piracy and prevalent pornographic activities; and being victim of o these actions have serious consequences too including suicidal attempts (Hinduja and Patchin, 2010)or at times certainly losing life tragically (Irish Examiner, 2012). The analysis of prior scientific studies have revealed three prominent categories of culturally inappropriate behaviors including sexual deviance; social groups that triggers negative behaviors and hate groups (Bennett, 2008; Wolf, 2009).	
Giles (2006) argues that social media is itself facilitator of deviance by creation of hoaxes of cyber-terrorism, virtual harassments and other self-destructive behaviors and adding to this, Goode and Yehuda (2010) claimed that easing the access to unwanted content, unbridled information availability have triggered the crime rate, violence and hostility. In addition, socially and culturally counter behaviors are also on hype as identified in study conducted by King and Stones (2013). The use of these social media sites mainly in young adult is increasing drugs abuse, special pages and groups on social media dedicated are fostering this dilemma for this, and that partake in motivating use of drugs.
Prior researches have revealed that online platforms specifically social media sites are revealing violent cases among youth, gang activities that are manifested in illegal actions being undertaken at uncontrolled rate (Pattonet et al, 2014). Due to lack of consensus and variety of behavioral variations, prior studies and scholars have not agreed on a single definitional construct of inappropriate or deviant behavior (Margannski and Fauth, 2013; Nelson, 2014). Booth et al (2008) defined culturally deviant behavior as range of behavior and conduct of an individual that contradicts the accepted norms, beliefs and approved life patterns practiced within a culture. In contrast to this, Liu and Graves (2011) identified a different connotation to inappropriate behavior that refers to Bullying that goes very much against the accepted norms of a society and culture (Heirman and Walrave, 2012; Udris, 2016).
Prior researchers have countered significant challenges to assess and estimate the harm social media has imparted to individual’s behaviors (Goode and Yehuda, 2010). A mutual denominator identified by prior studies is the distress that social media is a critical medium to breed deviance and thus rationalization of culturally unacceptable behavior; likewise, a causal relationship ids also identified in prolonged online activities and deviant behavior in individuals relative to those who are not engaged(Rafferty and Ven, 2014).
[bookmark: _Toc477921345]ANALYZING CULTURAL PERSPECTIVE OF SOCIAL MEDIA USAGE AND DEVIANT BEHAVIOR: (MIDDLE EAST VS WESTREN CULTURES)
An extensive range of studies have been conducted to assess the myriad of cultural dimensions associated with social media usage (Coyne and Walker, 2013; Lee et al, 2013; Bolton et al, 2014). According to a recent report by middleeastmedia.org (2015), six nations (including Qatar, UAE, Tunisia, Saudi Arabia, Egypt and Lebanon) were surveyed extensively to assess the changing trends of social media use, cultural perspectives and social media behavior in different age groups. The study highlighted that internet regulations and governmental authority is emphasized by many Arab nationals when it comes to adult’s use of social media. Moreover, respondents gave input regarding imposition of regulations and censorships to monitor online activities and internet outreach of adults. The data explored through the study reflected nationals requesting the blocking of objectionable content that is misguiding youth, and relative to this majority Emiratis claim that adults should choose to avoid the inappropriate content and activities online.
Another dimension probed by prior researches pertaining the use of social media across different culture is linked to social unrest and civil disturbances caused by this platform (Braha, 2012). Hua et al (2013) analyzed how adults endorse through social sites including Twitter and Facebook and trigger the events of civil disturbances with most obvious including hostile strikes by Indonesian workers on compensation, protests by Mexican Teachers for educational amendments, Arab Spring that is highlighted by the outbreak of protests in MENA region and momentous social political and economic changes in these region(Dewy et al, 2012). These unrest across different cultures are considered to be the trigger for country’s instability (Hua et al, 2011). 
The assessment of social media usage in UAE reflects that the country is found to be the biggest user of Facebook and likewise platforms in Middle Eastern region (Underwood, 2013). The previous researches have pointed towards aggressive endorsement of adults with social media sites in UAE (Al-Omoush et al, 2012; Al-Jenaibi, 2013)and it is getting difficult to preserve the traditional private culture(Underwood, 2013). Al-Omoush et al (2012) have highlighted in their research that adults from Arab cultural background seek liberation from any regulations when it comes to using social platforms. Al-Omoush et al (2012) have reported that Arab social media surveys have revealed that GCC countries are found to be extensive regions with maximum percentage of Facebook and Twitter users. The heinous side of this increasing use is the increasing cases of cyber bullying with girls falling victim to it in UAE (Underwood, 2013). In addition to this, increasing cases of sexual assaults, online dating leading to fraudulent consequences of rape and looting are reported too that is contrary to the cultural values of a conservative society like UAE (Foody et al, 2016).
Likewise, the analysis of social media trends in Western and European nations have revealed no different patterns of usage and deviant behavior in adults. Alexander (2016) has reported that parents and authorities of Generation Y in western cultures are equally suspicious and extremely concerned towards significantly prolonged social media endorsement of their children. Western cultures are found to report immoral development, online solicitation of adults, declining morality and delving in to online activities that have diminished self-control in adults (Jackson and Wang, 2013; Alexander, 2016)
Although the fundamental values are divergent and vary from culture to culture, where many cultures are conservative and others are progressive but the dilemma posed by prolonged usage of adults in each culture is of same disposition (Lenhart, 2010). According to highlights by California Association for adolescent health collaborative (2011) risk profile by using social media. Scheff (2017) have highlighted in her article that prevailing selfie culture globally reflects the ‘competitive spirit’ in adults and is considered as validation by others that underlies increasing sexualization in different cultures. In a recent article, published by The Times (2016) revealed that in American cultural context, troubling effects are countered by girls on social media with increasing cases of abduction, killing as consequence of sexting and sharing nudes on social platforms. The analysis of cross-cultural social media usage have revealed that there is dire need to promote media guidance to alleviate this issue and engaging adults in more respectful activities and learning opportunities through social media
[bookmark: _Toc477921346]SOCIAL MEDIA AND YOUG ADULT’S VIOLENCE:
Prior researches have recognized that social media is found to perpetuate violence among young adults (Hinduja and Patchin, 2010 and Ruder et al., 2011; Patton et al, 2014)and this is revealed in their online behavior i.e. violence reflected towards peers, bullying, threatening, elevated dating aggression, self-harming actions and most notably cyber-suicides and other cyber-crimes too. A positive correlation have been reported by the previous reaseches over the course of time  between social media content, prolonged exposure and aggression cum violence in adults(Madden et al, 2013; Ruder et al, 2011). 
Lin(2013) have comprehensively assessed the impact of social media video games interactivity and connoting to this, the general aggression model have revealed that constantly using social media applications for games have elevated the symptoms of ‘short-term physiological arousal’, aggressive effects on thoughts, aggressive temperament and long-run symptoms of hostility (Bushman and Anderson, 2002; Bushman and Huesman, 2006).
The impact of social media based violence have multidimensional impacts as Weideman et al(2014) have identified that prolonged exposure to aggressive online content negatively inflicts mental well-being, academic growth and interpersonal relationships among young adults. The study reported different perspectives of violence originating from social media usage including cyber-bullying, self-directed violence and gang violence online. Supporting the fact, numerous researches have connoted that extended exposure to violent content on social media leads to desensitization to viciousness, defiance and anti-prosocial behavior in adults that leads to disturbed family relationships (O’Keefe and Pearson, 2012; Patton et al, 2013). Relative to this Krahe (2012) have proposed that a mixed view exists regarding interrelationship between social media usage and violence or aggression in young adults. 
In consideration to prior researches on Social learning theory, violence is found to orient aggression in individuals (Bushman and Huesman, 2006) adults having extended disclosure to aggressive content are reported to have significantly strong aggressive response and reaction towards others (Patton et al, 2013). Marcum et al (2010) have added to this perspective that prevalence of strong evidence concerning young adult’s violence and social media there is inadequate empirical data to support this relationship. Contrary to this, Ybarra et al (2007) claims that regular exposure to violent online content contributes much and produces psychosocial effects on individuals well-being. 
Stonard et al(2014) revealed a distinctive violence permeating through social media usage i.e. adult Dating violence and Abuse (ADVA) that points towards individual’s behavior of bullying, scheming, abusive actions, aggravation that are in direction towards some intimate partner who is current or prior. Stonard et al (2014) revealed that violence in this perspective originates as patterns of physical, emotional, psychological, and sexual behaviors through social media platform. The following section entails more imperative form of violence originating from prolonged social media exposure.
[bookmark: _Toc477921347]CYBER-BULLYING/VICTIMIZATION AND YOUNG ADULT’S OFFENSIVE BEHAVIOR:
The prominent social media sites including Facebook, Twitter, MySpace have facilitated platform that is unrestrained and unrestricted (Stonard et al, 2014) thus leading young adults to have constant exposure to illegal and unacceptable activities (King et al, 2007). Moreover, the virtual interactions are unbridled having no authenticity and is said to trigger hostility in individuals in interpersonal interactions (Bennett et al, 2011). In social media context, the definitional construct of cyber-bullying is same as traditional bullying and it entails three aspects of bullying including reiteration, careful intent of harming and power imbalance (Dredge et al, 2014). Smith et al (2008) defined cyber-bullying as deliberate and aggressive actions posed by individuals and group of individuals through virtual interaction against a particular individual (victims) with least tendency to defend or protect themselves. Dredge et al (2014) have analyzed emotional, behavioral and cognitive influence that leads to public and private dimensions of aggression in individuals being cyber-bullied. Another dimension of cyber bullying exposed by Doak (2009) is that it entails attempts emotionally and psychologically directed to harm individuals online. Hoff and Mitchell (2009) posited that cyber bullying is usually the consequence of intimate breakups and relationship issues among adults. Bennett et al (2011) also confirmed electronic victimization in adults leading to host of consequences.
The interconnection between cyber bullying and offensive behaviors also interpolated by David-Ferdon and Hertz (2007)as they posited that cyber-bullying reflects the harassment and embarrassment originating from sending email or text messages to threaten the individual.Benett et al(2011) in this context have identified that in workplace context  the cyber-bullying to peers have gained much recognition and acknowledgement from scholars and political critics too; and relative to this adult’s cyber-bullying relative to relationship is a novel issue to scholars.
Aricak et al(2011) verified the extent of fear and danger that is exhibited due to cyber-bullying behavior and these behaviors entails falsifying identity, lying, ID faking, defaming someone , abusing and propagating confidential content or images of someone. In addition to this, Turan et al (2011) have emphasized the necessity to promote awareness and rehabilitation programs to diminish this prevailing trend of cyber-bullying and consequent violent and abusive behavior in individuals. Prevention of these trending hoaxes from social media should be treated accordingly (Dredge et al, 2014) as well as recognition of factors and underlying forces that promote cyber-bullying, victimization and triggering offensive behavior (Benett et al, 2011)
[bookmark: _Toc477921348]TRENDING YOUNG ADULT RADICALIZATION THROUGH SOCIAL MEDIA 
In consideration to prior sections, where cyber bullying and exposure to pornographic content were found to be contributing factors of offensive behavior, additionally virtual propagation of extremism is also influencing young adults (Thompson, 2011) and the increasing trend of radicalization is being promoted (Neumann, 2013). With the advent of mobile computing devices and increased penetration of internet through as reflected social media sites radical voices are booming too as Thompson (2011) highlighted in their study that 96%  of young Muslim adults (in middle east and North Africa) are approached through social platforms, recruited and then radicalized.
Awan (2007) in their study have elaborated the fact that social media is a crucial medium for radicalization; numerous sites operated and promoted by extremists and controversial personnel attracts adults, promise them returns through friendship and then fulfill their purpose (Klausen, 2014). The targeted adults unaware of the underlying notion of these groups end up choosing the controversial radical paths (Borum, 2011). Chatfield and Reddick (2015) have signified that Facebook and Twitter are endorsed as potential medium to promote social or political changes; likewise blogs are another potential medium to enable individual’s voice their opinions.
Correa and Sureka (2013) termed radicalization as cyber-terrorism, cyber-extremism and hatred that is freaking due to lower holds of authorities on publication of content; freedom to anonymity, and exposure of messages to millions of users. YouTube being used as video sharing platform, twitter for micro-blogging the messages, Facebook for social networking are enabling the promotion of malicious content and appreciating misuse too. Virtual organizations built by hate groups, radical communities are constantly working on inciting violence, aggression and extremism in young adults (Correa and Sureka, 2013).
Agarwal and Sureka (2015) in their research have identified that hate groups and radical bodies are employing social media to promote and facilitate their beliefs, and ideologies to execute their agenda. For this, they attract and recruit young adults through social real time platform and motivate them to the extent of civil unrest too. Agarwal and Sureka (2015) have proposed the measure of keeping track of these radical groups by using ‘social media intelligence” to eliminate the curse of radicalization through social platforms.
Quayle and Taylor (2012) posited social media as ‘nexus’ for engaging young adults in radical movements. Nalton et al(2012) have identified that these controversial radical groups draw young adults towards their intents in three ways either by “accidental interaction with young adults by generating entertainment content”, coming across ideology  and traditions of radical groups and intentionally finding the radical community, thus reflecting the efforts of post-modern terrorists in employing young adults towards radicalization, propagandas and online solicitation (Weimann, 2010).
Considering the above mentioned dimensions of the prior literature the intent of this research is that despite this limited knowledge, effective prevention and intervention strategies require a comprehensive understanding of the types of violence in social media that place young adults at risk of engaging in such behaviors. The aim of this research is to review the existing research findings on the most common types of inappropriate behaviors, offensive/abusive originating through prolonged social media use.
[bookmark: _Toc431670292][bookmark: _Toc477921349]RESEARCH METHODOLOGY
The scientific research methodology entails qualitative and quantitative methods to yield optimal results from the collected data (Creswell, 2013; Davies and Hughes, 2014). The quantitative analysis incorporates numerical assessment of the data through software and relative to this qualitative data infers the data through descriptions and elaborations (Creswell, 2013)
[bookmark: _Toc431670293][bookmark: _Toc477921350]DATA COLLECTION:
The undertaken study will incorporate qualitative data analysis that will be designed through collection of data through online interviews, telephonic sessions, face to face semi-structured interviews. The mode of data collection will be adopted depending upon availability of the targeted respondents as well as ease of generating potential responses. The following section will highlight further details of research methodology:
[bookmark: _Toc431670294][bookmark: _Toc477921351]PRIMARY DATA COLLECTION: INTERVIEW
The research will accommodate interviews for primary data collection that will lay the foundation for further detailed insight and analysis of relationship between young adult’s social media usage and culturally inappropriate behavior: a step towards modeling young adult’s behavior. The interview method is adopted to yield maximum output from respondents as well as it will be a more productive measure to get unbiased, on the spot, and well-grounded responses from the targeted respondent’s .Moreover, this method allows respondents to be open and flexible without restricting them to a limited frame of discussion.
Moreover, to enhance the effectiveness of the research the researcher will elaborate the intent of the research. Moreover, it will also focus on communicating the underlying focus and rationale to get the best responses and sustaining the interests of the respondents. In order to keep the authenticity and originality of responses, recorders will be used in face to face and telephonic interviews (using skype) thus the disclosed information will have a valid proof for further analysis
[bookmark: _Toc477921352]PARTICIPANTS
Qualitative research allows a researcher to probe the research questions and problems for theoretical contemplation (McNabb, 2015) thus the intent is to generate detailed and comprehensive information for further analysis (Ritchie et al, 2013)so, the quality of the research is retained by keeping the sample size small and normally less than 20 to avoid saturation of responses. Marshell et al(2013) suggested that sample size in qualitative research is determined by allotted time, resources available  and study objectives. So, in consideration to this sample size of 25 respondents will be determined for the research.
Twenty-five Social networking sites users who will self-identify as having offensive/ abusive behavior after prolonged usage to SNS will participate in the study. Participants targeted will be 21-25 years old including both males and females. The targeted respondents will be accessed directly or through social media apps and pages. More elaborately following subject recruitment methods will be employed:
•	Direct recruitment of Young adults: researcher will directly access the young adults. Considering this method, due care will be deliberated so that respondents doesn’t feel pressured for participation 
•	Random Sampling: In addition to direct recruitment, random sampling technique will be employed accompanied by ‘referral’ technique too where respondents feeling easy in research will be requested to provide referral of their friends and colleagues.
A recruitment email will be sent to adult individuals, which will include contact details for the researchers. Inclusion criteria for participation in the study included: (1)being aged between 21-25 years; (2) using SNS daily prolonged hours; and (3) having had negative experience and developing offensive and negative behavior (s) involving the use of SNS. The term ‘inappropriate behavior’ was chosen so that participants were less likely to have a preconceived notion that they had been a victim of either radicalization, cyber bullying, exposure to sexual content and solicitation, but rather could identify that at least one of their experiences on SNS had impacted on them negatively and developed unwanted behavior.
Participants, who meet these criteria and will be interested in participating, will be requested to contact the researchers and a time for data collection will be organized.
[bookmark: _Toc477921353]MEASURES AND ANALYSIS:
The research is aiming to conduct a series of semi-structured interviews face-to-face, telephone (Skype) and through online forums (Facebook). A semi-structured interview technique allows verbal interchange of ideas and information between interviewer who attempts to stimulate information from respondents through questioning (Cachia and Millward, 2011). The research will accommodate a list of predetermined questions to be addressed by participants in conversational manner. 
The semi-structured interview will include four sections that will entail respondent’s views and experience about their social media use, exposure to sexual and pornographic content, cyber bullying or victimization and consequent constituted behavior. The questions were generated using extensive literature review and some of them were adopted from prior researches (See Appendix).
Before analysis, the verbatim record of each interview will be structured as summaries and transcript summaries for further processing through coding analysis for ease of analysis, social media usage/content and deviant behavior have been tabulated comprising different sections to tackle prolonged social media usage and deviant behavior. Table 1 shows overall dimensions of social media content  tapped to yield best responses divided in to four main sections including sexual content/pornography(Romo et al, 2017), violence meditating content(Watters, 2011), radicalization or online solicitation and cyber-bullying (Questions adopted from Dredge et al, 2014), 
	ASSESSING PROLONGED EXPOSURE TO SOCIAL MEDIA CONTENT AND DEVIANT BEHAVIOR

	Overall Dimensions
(Themes)
	Relevant Questions
(Sub-Themes)

	Responses regarding exposure to sexual content and pornography
	 Questions related to social media usage, extent of exposure to sexual content and pornography, and development of consequent unwanted behavior

	respondent’s experience with violent media content
	Questions aimed at adaptation of interactive games that leads to aggression and violence

	Respondents experience regarding cyber bullying and online solicitation
	Assessing impact of cyber-bullying reflected through harassment and embarrassment

	Respondents experience with platform inciting radicalization 
	Assessing experience of how radical groups promoted their agendas, beliefs to attract and recruit young adults and consequent behavior



Coding analysis in qualitative research methods allow labeling of data and thus labeling and compiling the responses (Saldana, 2015) thus lays the foundation for interpreting data. The coding will enable assessing the desired concepts and themes to be communicated and evaluated. The textual data (transcript of interviews, notes taken during face to face interviews), recorded responses will be assigned a label/word based on priori words (pre-set codes). The analysis of coded data will be done through triangulation that will entail assessment of common patterns and then cross-checking the intrinsic themes of data with prior literature and researches. Triangulation will enable cross-validation as well as analyzing data with similar themes (Yeasmin and Rahman, 2015) this will help sustain confirmation, completeness and validity of results. Theoretical triangulation in this research by combining multiple theoretical concepts of prior researches will eliminate the intrinsic biases that persist with single theory or method of data analysis (Morse, 2015). The theoretical triangulation will further endorse grounded theory approach that involves building theoretical foundation using adept levels of abstraction and interpretations thus leading to rich and detailed descriptions (Lawrence and Tar, 2013).
[bookmark: _Toc477921354]APPENDIX:
INTERVIEW QUESTIONS
Gender:   Male 
	DEMOGRAPHICS:

	Gender:   Male☐	Female☐	
Age: 

	SOCIAL MEDIA USAGE:

	How long have you been using social media sites?

	How often do you use social networking sites?

	On average, how much time do you spend daily on social media sites?

	Which social media tool do you use frequently and why?

	What information do you share on social media profiles?

	What do you use social media sites mainly for?

	What content do you mostly counter on social media platform?

	CYBER-BULLYING

	What is cyber bullying to you?

	Have you ever been cyberbullied? How?

	How long were you cyberbullied?

	Who did you report it to?

	Who were you cyberbullied by?

	How did you reacted or felt when you were being victimized?

	Have you cyberbullied anyone?

	ATTITUDE TOWARDS SEXUAL CONTENT AND PORNOGRAPHY

	Have you ever been exposed to sexual and unwanted content on social media sites?

	Sexual and pornographic content on social sites influence how adults behave sexually?

	Do you think its appropriate to develop online relationships?

	Do you think it is appropriate to access pornographic content online on social media sites?

	SOCIAL MEDIA RADICALIZATION

	Do you support any extremist or activist group on social media?

	How do you respond to posts/contents posted against a religion(anti-islamic tweets)

	What’s your reaction to content on social media sites posted to promote hatred among targeted communities?

	Have you ever been approached by any controversial group on social sites? if yes then what was your response?

	Have you ever searched for extremist contacts?

	Have you ever seek information about radicalization but never wanted to chat with such people?

	Do you support the hostility and incited violence by extremist groups on social media sites?

	DEVIANT BEHAVIOR

	What are susceptible dangers associated with using social media sites?

	Have you fallen victim to social media sites addiction?

	Do you think social media sites develop deviant behavior over time? 

	How aggressive or violent are you after being exposed to violent or abusive content?

	Have you ever been exposed to abusive or offensive behavior online?

	Would you prefer endorsing in online activities that goes contrary to your culture?

	What strategies would you recommend for ameliorating the impacts of social media sites?
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